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PENGUIN ACQUIRESNEW TITLES IN THE RUN-UP TO
THE FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR

Louise Dean and Robert Macfarlane moveto Penguin; Penguin wins auction for La
Petite Anglaise; gossip queen comesto Michad Joseph; new talent at Viking and Allen
Lane.

London, 29 September 2006, Ahead of the Frankfurt International Book Fair, Penguin has
made a number of significant acquisitions for publication in 2007 and beyond.

As part of a two-book deal with agent Simon Trewin of PFD, Katy Follain at Michad
Joseph has just acquired UK and Commonwealth (excluding Canada) rights to the memoirs
of blogger, Catherine Sanderson aka La Petite Anglaise. Fired by her company because of her
blog www.petiteanglaise.com, Catherine Sanderson was catapulted into the media spotlight
in July 2006. The book recounts the events of one dramatic year of Catherine’s life in Paris. It
traces the journey from the confines of a stagnant relationship shot through with boredom and
discontent to a vibrant, emancipated life of single parenthood. The book is scheduled for
spring 2008.

To be published next summer, Katy has also snapped up UK and Commonwealth rights to
Wicked Whispers - Confessions of a 3 AM Gossip Queen by Jessica Callan. Jessica Callan
was at the helm of the most successful newspaper gossip column in Fleet Street — the Daily
Mirror's 3am column — for five years. In Wicked Whispers she promises to lift the lid on what
celebrities get up to at those after-show parties, how PRs really operate and to what ends she
went to obtain huge tabloid scoops. The agent was Lizzy Kremer at David Higham
Associates.

Michael Joseph’s Editorial Director, Beverley Cousins, has acquired a chilling new crime
thriller from agent Luigi Bonomi. Entitled Spider, it is the first novel from Michael Morley, a
former crime reporter, former psychological profiler and now television producer for
Endemol. Spider looks set to send the serial killer genre into a new and exciting direction,
taking the reader right into the minds of both killer and FBI agent as they play out a frantic
game of cat and mouse across two continents. MJ has UK and Commonwealth rights
excluding Canada and are set to publish in Spring 2008.

At Viking, Venetia Butterfield has bought from Claire Paterson at Janklow and Nesbit, UK
and Commonwealth rights (including translation) in The Glorious Book for Girls by
Rosemary Davidson. For mothers, grandmothers and aunts and godmothers and the nostalgic
single girl, this is a book for all women who secretly, or not so secretly, loved playing French
elastics, dream of making elderflower cordial and need reminding of how to play cat’s cradle.
Viking will publish in June 2007.

Also at Viking, Mary Mount has recently bought two novels by novice author Nikita
Lalwani. In her dazzling debut novel, Giffed, Nikita Lalwani tells the story of the Vasheys, a
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young Indian family living in 1980s Cardiff. When the daughter, Rumi, is declared a maths
prodigy the father's desire to make a mark on his adoptive country intensifies and looks set to
break the family apart. Mary bought UK and Commonwealth rights from Andrew Wylie,
who has immediately sold the book in the US (Random House), India (Penguin India) and
Canada (Doubleday). Gifted will be a lead fiction title for Viking in summer 2007.

Juliet Annan at Fig Tree recently acquired UK and Commonwealth rights from Gill
Coleridge at Rogers, Coleridge & White in the third novel from Louise Dean, the bestselling
and prize winning author of Becoming Strangers and This Human Season. Fig Tree will
publish Sometimes By Flood in hardcover in July 2007. Simon & Schuster previously
published Louise Dean.

Robert Macfarlane, one of Britain's most brilliant non-fiction writers, will be moving to
Hamish Hamilton from Granta with two new books. The first, inspired by the work of W.G.
Sebald, will begin in Sebald's footsteps, travelling through the landscapes of his life and his
writings, combining travelogue, history, story-telling, photographs and biography. Simon
Prosser bought UK and Commonwealth rights from Jessica Woollard at The Marsh Agency
and plan to publish the first of the two books in June 2009. Simon has also bought The Book
of Other People, conceived and edited by Zadie Smith, which will feature character-focused
short stories by some of the best writers on either side of the Atlantic including Dave Eggers,
Nick Hornby, Zoe Heller, Chris Ware and AM Homes. Simon bought UK and
Commonwealth rights from Georgia Garrett at A P Watt, and will publish in August 2007.
All proceeds from the book will go to 826 New York, part of the wider literacy volunteer
programme founded by Dave Eggers.

For Allen Lane, Stuart Proffitt has bought world rights (excluding USA) in Judith Herrin’s
Byzantium from Capel & Land. In a departure from the existing traditional histories of the
period, Judith Herrin takes a new approach. In a concise and compelling account she focuses
each short chapter around a theme such as a building (the great church of Hagia Sophia),
luxury silks, iconoclasm, the fork, the crusades, or an individual, using them to take the
reader on a journey from ancient to medieval times. She brings the experience of the
Byzantine age to life in a beautifully written and exceptionally accessible work that is also an
original contribution to historical scholarship. It will be published in hardback in September
2007.

Also at Allen Lane, William Goodlad has bought UK & Commonwealth rights for a new title
by Mark Pagel from Brockman. Pagel will be offering up an unprecedented cultural history
of humanity. He passionately argues that the emergence of our unique tribal nature was the
decisive factor in humanity's conquest of the world and is still responsible for some of our
best and worst tendencies today. It is set for publication in Spring 2009.

Puffin Fiction Editor, Lindsey Heaven, has acquired UK, Commonwealth and European
rights in a three-book deal for Danger Zone, an adventure series by debut author David
Gilman, from Isobel Dixon of Blake Friedmann Literary Agency. This white knuckle, edge-
of-seat adventure series is Dixon’s first children’s book deal. Danger Zone: The Devil’s
Breath, the first in the series introduces intrepid boy hero Max Gordon and is set in Africa.
Max not only fights off assassins, dodges bullets, survives harsh terrains and fierce predators,
but also, and most importantly, saves the world from the rea/ villain: environmental
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meltdown. Each book will be set in a different continent. The Devil’s Breath will be
published by Puffin in Summer 2007.

[Ends]

For Further information, please contact:

In London: Joanna Prior on 02070103250

In Frankfurt: Sophie Brewer, Rights Director, Stand Number: 8.0G943mobile:
07973197323



